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Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

Galatians 6:9
S I sometimes remind students in our urban setting, most of us have never lived any kind of daily agricultural lifestyle. The rural rhythms
Aare so different. Also, it has been two years since we have gone to spring camp, or experienced travel to rural areas, so even this short
window in time has been shut. It is hard, then, to imagine the feeling of expectation when planting seeds in the spring. At that time, a
farmer just needs to have faith that, after all the hard work of watering and weeding through the summer, the harvest will come in the fall
Expectations are the same when witnessing the birth of new livestock, tending them and watching them grow until they are ready to give milk,
wool, or meat. But that is what a faithful lifestyle is all about, too. We plant seeds now. Seeds of good habits, seeds of disciplining ourselves to study
hard or make efforts in our club activities, seeds of investing time and effort into making good relations with students, staff and teachers. We tend
those seeds, watering them during the summer and watching them grow, and praying that at the proper time, we will have a life that abounds with

praise to our God and Father. In the Psalms, we can find these encouraging words:

Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow,
will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them. 12656

This is a beautiful reminder that all of our sorrows and heartbreak will one day be completely changed. In this world, we will all experience some
difficult experiences, but, through God, we know that all is temporary. This is because we have that promise that comes from being in relationship
with God. Sometimes these promises are unseen, or even unfelt, but like the tiny seeds or newly born livestock they will become more real than our
expectations can imagine.

—Chaplain Mark Stahl
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