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Shoot for the moon
Even if you miss, you’'ll land among
the stars.
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Acts 7:2-3

Yand said to him, “Get

out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I will

show you.

24y

T AR

“The glory of God appeared to our father Abraham...
year, we prepare for a new one, just around the corner. For many of us, the

These words were said by Stephen as he was recounting the history of his
forefathers. They are words of departure, for Abraham was told by God to
leave his family and his surroundings in order to make a new beginning.
Abraham’s story is brought forward to the present, for, as we end one school
change is real and will instill new memories. Most of those memories will be
good, but perhaps a few of them will be not so good. Departing can be a sad
thing to experience, but for most of us, it means new adventures, new
surroundings, and a new chance to find concrete meaning in our lives. In

Fr. Mark Stahl, chaplain

We will never know the real reason, but the

Abraham'’s case, it seems very dramatic. God appearing and telling him to leave
point is that Abraham did leave, following the word of God to a new land. He is

was perhaps something he did not want to hear. Perhaps he was content, feeling
attachment to his surroundings, his family, his lifestyle. But perhaps this
encounter was something that came to him because he was 7ot content, felt
some need to leave his surroundings, some antagonism with his family, or some
known as the father of three religions because the Jews, Christians, and
Muslims all claim him, rightfully, as their founding ancestor. I doubt any of us
will have that kind of fame, but what is important for us to remember is that
our real feelings (just as Abraham’s were) are a constant reflection of what God
wants for us. Praying brings us closer to God and hence, closer to ourselves.
My wish is that all the new graduates will deepen this relationship as they leave
for new endeavors.

restlessness about his lifestyle.
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