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“Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

{and} “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, “The Lord did not appear to you’?”

NE of the mistakes we make when we contemplate stories

from the Bible is that the characters we read about are full

of motivation and unwaveringly follow the instructions

God gives them. In fact, nothing could be further from
the truth. Countless times, prophets have the greatest reluctance to
follow what God has asked them to do. Reluctance is often a key
ingredient in distinguishing who God chooses for his tasks, great or
small. Sarah laughed when she heard she would bear a son; Abraham
successfully barters with God to save the city of Sodom; Jacob is
determined to remain away from the wrath of Esau and not return
home; Gideon requires a series of signs to prove that God is serious
about using Gideon as a new leader; Jonah flees from the Lord in an
attempt to flee from responsibility. These are just a few examples of
many characters who are reluctant to follow God's plan.

Even Moses, who is considered the highest prophet in
the history of the Israeli people, needed to be convinced that he was
chosen to be the leader of the task to bring the Israelites out of
bondage in Egypt. God had commissioned Moses to become the
ambassador of God to the court of the Egyptian Pharaoh. Moses reacts
spontaneously by recoiling from the task. At the same time, he states
his feelings that he is inadequate for the mission. Moses had a sudden
and unexpected encounter with God out in the wilderness, while
tending a flock of goats and sheep. So perhaps there was first mere

disbelief that this was real. But when the task is explained, in
reaction, Moses shows his reluctance. He eventually surrenders to
God's overwhelming persuasiveness, but not before some signs of
God's power are shown to him (like turning his staff into a snake and
back again). Although Moses overcomes his hesitancy, he still did not
feel worthy of or indeed capable of undergoing the mission to free the
Israelites from Egypt. His last attempt to shirk responsibility is his
claim to be unable to speak properly. By now, God is getting irritated
by Moses' continued hesitancy and shows his anger. In reply to
Moses' claim that he will not be able to properly convey His will, God
tells him that Moses' own brother, Aaron, will accompany him on his
mission and be a spokesman, the person who can be eloquent when
needed. Finally, Moses does agree to the task of freeing the people
from Egypt. God responds with a promise “to be with” Moses. This
clearly means God would lend encouragement and restore confidence
in the heart of Moses as he begins and then continues his mission.
What can we learn from this? God in the past has chosen
many different people for certain tasks that he decides need to be
addressed. Showing an immediate and positive reaction, a happy,
agreeable, unwavering acceptance is extremely rare. Indeed,
reluctance, hesitancy, or contemplation is the initial response of so
many of those God has chosen that we can see this kind of
characteristic, that is, being cautious or unwilling, as almost a

Exodus 3:11 & 4:1

necessary feeling. If that is the case, when we also feel reluctant to do
things which are apparently important to us, especially after praying
or contemplating, could this not be evidence that God's promise “to
be with” is really happening to us?

Keep this in mind when reading about the prophets, or
when you are feeling some kind of hesitancy in your prayers. God
does promise “to be with” not just Moses and the other prophets, but
also with you.

Chaplain Mark Stahl
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