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My name is Haruto Maeda.
I lived in America for eight
years. To be honest, I have
not really studied English at
all since I moved overseas
when I was little. However,
studying for the Eiken
exams was the toughest
time in my life. I passed the
2nd grade easily, and the
pre-lgrade was easy too.
But the 1st grade, the
hardest grade, was very
difficult. In the 1st grade,
there are stories and
essays, but the most
hardest for me was the
interview. In the interview,
one must present a
2-minute speech in one
minute. In addition, the
topic of the speech is
written on a card, which is
given to the examinee right
before preparing the
speech. Therefore, it would
be largely advantageous to
have broad knowledge. To
study, I thought the news
would be perfect to watch.
So, three months before the
exam | started watching
CNN news everyday on my
phone. In less than a week,
I already knew at least ten
new words. three months
later, I passed the Grade 1
exams. Thus, I highly

recommend watching CNN
news. Plus, it’s possible to
download on your phone, so
you can watch it anywhere.
In conclusion, I believe if
you really try hard in
learning English, anyone
can do it. You may not
believe me, but it is true.
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':I,:II:' S HOEA Romans 12

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
When we hear the word "sacrifice"” our thoughts are usually about daily life. We can
"sacrifice" our time or energy for our friends or our family or our school situations,

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

usually for minor discomfort. If you are a baseball fan, you know what a "sacrifice fly" or
"sacrifice bunt" is: a way to advance the runner ahead of the batter, even though the
batter will be out. Rarely do we experience more dramatic examples of sacrifice, though
we are often exposed to them these days very easily on social media. So it is often

is, not an
that is,

d, we should
ads,

Switzerland.

That

"

's existence to God. And
Chaplain Mark Stahl

and retreated to his home country,
"our bodies as a living sacrifice

we are not to conform, but to renew our min

our spirit. Personal sacrifice means using our gifts for all. But the other side is that by
doing this, individuals also get closer to Christ in themselves, unity is fostered, and

fellowship in Christ is made whole and complete.

In Romans, Paul is addressing life as ordinary people live it. How does an ordinary
- LR

Christian give personal sacrifice to God? Karl Barth, the great 20th C. theologian, said

"to sacrifice is to surrender, to make an unconditional gift of one
Keeping in mind Barth's recommendation to adopt the standards of Go

the best way to do that is to adopt the standards of God rather than the standards of the
be aware that Paul is calling us to offer

world." He knew this first hand because he refused to swear a loyalty oath to Adolf

Hitler, was fired from his professorship,
attributes, plusses and minuses. We are meant to use our bodies in the best way

symbol of sacrifice and the focus of why we all go to chapel. It is clean and simple, but it
ending sacrifice, but one that continues. We are meant to be aware of our own physical

dramatic and enduring. At the high center is the altar. It not just a big table, for it is a
has evolved from a messy and complex place of ritual.

forgotten that the chapel where we worship is a place to commemorate sacrifice, very

possible, without shame. Also,

AELGUESEEIS
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